
 

Mosaic  
News from the Calumet Art Center  

  The Calumet Art Center has been on the move with the goal of you, our 

patrons, in mind.  Look for signs of spring, as the little green plants begin to 

show along the south wall while you take the newly laid path past the Heritage 

Rose Garden and outdoor studios leading to the completed and much needed 

Barrier Free Entrance that allows you to enter the Calumet Art Center without a 

single step.  

The day after Mother's Day brings Carroll 

University back to the campus of the Calumet 

Art Center where this year will mark the fifth 

year to spend the week studying the life ways 

of the first people of the Keweenaw, the Ojib-

wa “Footprints of the Ancestors”. 

Over the next two months you will see an in-

credible change in the growth, out-reach, and selection of classes. The per-

formance hall has been restructured to house more class space and still give 

room to seat 70 plus patrons for a performance.   

As the times change and the years fly by we are seeing many gains and loss-

es, Jane VanEvera a great friend and board member, founder of our “Jane 

VanEvera Veterans Memorial Fund” makes it possible for Veterans to en-

gage in classes and companionship to ease transitions they may be facing.  

Experiencing the accomplishment of the Calumet Art Center opened to all ages from 5yrs right up the ladder 

with no top rung, ethnic background or medium has always been the vision of the first panel of board of direc-

tors. It is a great feeling to know the center is full of people daily, taking classes, talking, listening to music or 

just working on their own projects.   

Baamaa pii, Jikiwe (Ed Gray)  
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Footprint of Our Ancestor: A five Day Immersion 

into the Lifeway of the Anishinaabeg 

Our Fifth Year: May 15-21, 2017 

 

Walking across the frozen Carroll University 

campus, I see students who have travelled with me 

to Calumet for the Footprints of Our Ancestors 

course.  We always stop to talk, even for a moment 

in our rush to classes and appointments, to recall our 

friends and experiences at the Calumet Art Center.   

Students tell me the ways Calumet comes 

back to them throughout their days: a moment of 

calm when they stop to listen to the birds, a moment 

in study when they gaze upon their copper and clay 

bowls or walking sticks they keep in dorm rooms.  

They tell me they have grown closer and more at-

tentive to their elders.  Footprint alums send news 

from Indian Country, concerns that have become 

part of their lives. They ask me if I have seen the 

recent posts from Jikiwe (Ed Gray) and the CAC. 

They recall Jikiwe’s teachings.  They created a 

Footprints Facebook page where they continue to 

talk to each other, plan get-togethers, nurture the 

friendships they developed during the course.  One 

student’s parents travelled from Milwaukee to Calu-

met just to meet the man who had had such a posi-

tive impact on their son.   

 

 

My own memories of this extraordinary class 

with Ed Gray fill my office in the form of the tradi-

tional objects we made, the stones I gathered at Gra-

tiot lining my bookshelves, photos of our smoke fir-

ing on Bucky Beach, the fire pot I light each day in 

my American Indian course, which Jikiwe gave me 

to guide my teaching.  Perhaps more than any other 

I have taught in over twenty-five years at Carroll 

University, the Footprints course has a profound and 

lasting influence on its students.   

 

 

Already, more students than we have room 

for have applied to take the Footprints course this 

May, now in its fifth year.  Word of mouth has 

spread about the indescribable experience students 

will discover in the taking the course, the stunning 

natural beauty and warm hospitality of the 

Keweenaw, its deep living history in the buildings 

and copper mines.  On May 15th 2017, twenty-three 

new students will arrive in Calumet. They won’t yet 

know how the experience might rock them to their 

core.  Still, they will be ready.  Students who have 

taken the Footprints class will tell them they need 

only one thing—to be fully open to the infinite mag-

ic that can swoop in like a Lake Superior gale and 

affect the course of their lives.  We will see you, 

Calumet and all our friends at the Calumet Art Cen-

ter on May 15!  

 

Deirdre Keenan 

Professor of English, Carroll University 
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Fifth Year for  

”Footprints of Our Ancestors” 

Ann (Vivian) Schram 

  

 Yes, it’s winter in the Copper Country. 

Even though each day adds a little more day-

light, there are still several months before spring 

is more than just a pleasant thought. The crea-

tures know this, continuing their hibernation, 

while flora remains underground in suspended 

sleep. Nature is getting refortified. 

Getting refortified is also a good thing for hu-

mans to do at this time of year. What gets you 

fired up for spring as you await the arrival? 

Thinking about the next season cycle with its op-

portunities can shake those bleak, grey winter 

days. Refreshing your mind can inspire new ide-

as and create enthusiasm for the coming “green 

season.” 

During these final winter months, the creative 

rhythms of the Calumet Art Center continue. 

Center staff are busy completing details for an-

other outstanding cross-cultural experience, be-

ginning May fifteenth through May nineteenth. 

“Footprints of Our Ancestors,” a five-day im-

mersion class, will be offered for the fifth time.  

 

Instructors will be Ojibwe-Anishinaabeg teacher, 

artist, and Center Director Ed Gray (Jikiwe), in 

partnership with Dr. Deidre Keenan, Professor of 

English, American Indian Literature and Cul-

tures, from Carroll University.  

  

 

Students will be introduced to the life-way of the 

Anishinaabeg people using creative and nature 

activities, traditional teachings, readings, and 

discussion. Approximately thirty Carroll Univer-

sity students will attend.  

What gets you excited about the season of 

spring? One activity for me is being a second 

year volunteer for this class. I look forward to 

meeting new students, listening to the elders’ 

teachings, experimenting with new art forms, 

and listening to the soothing sounds of drums.  

  

Many volunteers offer their gift of time to make 

this event happen. Could this be part of your 

spring plan? If you are interested in helping, con-

tact the Calumet Art Center. 
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“Why I came back”       

 

I visited Calumet for the first time this spring 
through the Footprints of our Ancestors program with the 
group from Carroll University. The experience was eye 
opening and truly life changing. I gained a whole new 
sense of creative purpose, an enhanced view on nature, a 
new appreciation for elders, and an altered perception of 
the world around me.  Before departing for home, Jikiwe 
said to “Come back anytime”, and I decided at that mo-
ment that I would take that offer to heart and return. This 
feeling that there was more to learn in Calumet was over-
whelming to me. I did not know what it was, it was the 
only sense of clarity I had in a time of great uncertainty.  
But first I had to finish school.  

Art is by no means scarce in Milwaukee but the 
feel is very different to me. In the Keweenaw art is con-
centrated and combine with nature in such a way that dis-
tinctly grabbed my attention. The small town setting with 
the beauty of nature and the rich historical reminders of 
the old ways opened my mind to a different level of crea-
tive thinking and focus that I have never felt.  

Upon returning to my hometown of Franklin Wis-
consin I was determined to keep up with many of the 
practices I had started in Calumet. I spent a lot of time 
out in the woods and working on new creative skills. I 
began pursuing new mediums like wood carving and 
painting. Mentally I had to shift gears quite a bit to fulfill 
the internship requirement to graduate college that sum-
mer, which was difficult considering my growing disdain 
for my major of Exercise Science. I now knew that I 
wanted to end up doing something more creative with my 
life, and I made a promise to myself that after I finished 
that internship I would return to Calumet regardless of 
where my mind was at the time.  

As the end of that summer approached my head 
was swimming with questions. I wondered if I was just 
trying to hard to recreate the high of a good experience, if 
it was a one-time thing, or if it was even a smart choice to 
be making this trip as a fresh graduate when I should be 
looking for work? Many people disagreed with my deci-
sion but ultimately I knew that if I didn’t go back I would 
regret it for the rest of my life, and thought at the very 
least I could help move some heavy stuff around at the 
Art Center. I didn’t really know what to expect. 

In September I came back. I packed up my car 
with no set return date and drove up early on a Sunday 
morning. All my uncertainties were quickly put to rest 
upon my arrival.  Throughout the two weeks I stayed in 
Calumet I learned more than I can articulate.  I got to 

spend time with Jikiwe bond-
ing and getting to know him better while he helped guide 
me whenever I needed it. He showed me techniques, 
tools, and practices that I will continue to use for the rest 
of my life. Jikiwe taught me a lot artistically, but also 
took me around town and taught me a lot about life. I 
took many lessons out of our talks as well as the silences.  

I got to spend a lot of time at the art center over 
those two weeks. I met so many great people, which I 
would hope to consider friends. I helped out with some 
chores where I could, but only wish I could have done 
more to repay everyone there for their kindness hospitali-
ty, and the wisdom that they shared. Quite a few people 
had implied that I would be moving to the UP in the fu-
ture, which if the stars align is fairly likely. I can only 
hope that I made as much of an impact on the people 
there as they made on me. 

CAC found out this  year that three of the 2016 
students now graduated are coming back this year to as-
sist in the program  

Jacob Hardy 
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EMPTY BOWL PROJECT 2017 

The 31 Backpacks program works with CLK (Calumet, Laurium, Keweenaw), Tamarack City-Dollar Bay, 

Houghton, Hancock, Adams and Stanton Township schools to provide severely at-risk children with a back-

pack filled with nutritious child-friendly foods for them to take home on the weekends, when they might oth-

erwise go hungry.  

 

                                           

friends and staff are busy creat-

ing Empty Bowls — These bowls 

are high fired, dishwasher and micro-

wave safe.    Profits  will support 

the  

program here in Houghton 

County.   

 



 

OTHER ARTIST’S AMOUNG US 

 

      

 

 

 I went to sculpting school in Florida and 

worked with  soapstone, alabaster and marble. 
After I moved to Michigan, Iran out of stone 
and did sculpting  with cement and oil in the 
winter. Then I had the chance to go to Califor-
nia and have a studio there. While Studying in 
a museum looking at a painting of a flag by Jas-
per Johns and thought how was this painting in 
a museum. Then someone said it was wax. I’ve 
been working with oils and encaustic for the 
past five years in California and Michigan.  

Graydon Dagen 

     I live in the Keweenaw area of Michigan's U.P. 

and paint there. I work at oil painting.  I practice 
some traditional approaches at times, usually 
smaller works, to complement what I'm really af-
ter: A multiplicity of image, method and style, sur-
rounding the central theme, with an aim to achieve 
unique and interesting results. Usually in a medi-
um to large scale. 

 
 

Keith Harju 

Born and raised in Northern Lower Michigan, the arts and the natural world have long been a part of my life. As 

a child, searching for salamanders and other interesting life forms was a favorite pastime. Crayons and craft paper 
in hand, I found the forest to be the best place for growing artistic ideas. I took these youthful thoughts to school 
and found a niche for them in the arts program at Grand Valley State University. The diverse manifestations of 

the printmaking media absorbed me as I found prints to be the best means of expressing my ideas. 

Emily Gray Koehler 

   Lyn and Mark Reed have been married for forty 

years and both are recently retired from teaching in K-12 
schools in northern Minnesota.  Lyn is an Australian 
who received her degree in Art Education from Queens-
land University of Technology in Brisbane and a Mas-
ters in Art from U of W-Superior. Lyn has pursued ce-
ramics throughout her teaching career and is now con-
tinuing her endeavor at Calumet Art Center.  Mark re-
ceived his degree in Biology & Education from Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa.  He  has recently pursued ce-
ramics as an outlet for his interest in fishing and is con-

tinuing his ceramics training at the  Calumet Art Center. 

Mark & Lyn Reed 

   Using line, color and balance, Mary arranges the frag-

ments of treasure onto fabric scraps or handmade and past-
ed papers: then enhances the whole project with paint, ink, 

dyes, machine and hand stitches, blending old and  new. 

   Mary Lou draws inspiration from experiences living in the 
Midwest, merging with the light & flamboyancy of years in 
the Southwest desert, and finally settling in Upper Michi-
gan.  Compare, contrast and combine—Key concepts in  

miniature  works of art on paper. 

            Mary Lou Mooney 

 

Calling all Artists—The Calumet Art Center may have room for your work.  

In our selective process, we jury only once and if accepted you will be given space in our gallery.  
For more information, please contact us - info@calumetartcenter.com  

 

We have doubled our gallery space to make more room and increase our art selection.  



PERFORMANCE HALL OR IS IT? 

We have had so many new exciting offerings, partnerships 

and programs that we found we needed to expand.  

The Performance Hall still has seating for 70,  

class space for 50 and artist studio rental spaces.   

 

It’s great to be busy and bursting at the seams!   

 

If you stop in and visit the second floor,  

you may be serenaded by Connie Boruta on the original 

pipe organ or by the music students involved with the Dan 

Schmitt Gift of Music and Education Fund or see local  

artists at work in the studio space.   



 

IN OUR HEARTS FOREVER 

“Jane VanEvera Veterans Memorial Fund” makes it possible for Veterans to 

engage in classes and companionship to ease transitions they may be facing - 

To continue in Janes’ memory, please send your donations to the Calumet Art 

Center in honor of the “Jane VanEvera Veterans Memorial Fund”.  



 

“Our gratitude and appreciation  

goes out to  all of you who donated to make our 

campaign successful. Our goal was met and we 

could not have done it without your support and 

encouragement.” 

 

The Calumet Art Center and Board of Directors are 

very pleased to announce that access to the first floor 

of the Calumet Art Center is now Barrier Free!  

We welcome you to stop in an enjoy a walk down 

along the heritage rose garden and into the Art Center 
through this grand new entrance. 

We are very pleased with the hard work and dedica-

tion from A-1 Drywall, Keweenaw Lite & Power, 

Kirkish Furniture, U.P. Engineers, volunteers, staff 

and friends of the Calumet Art Center.  

Special recognition to the Keweenaw National Park  

Advisory Commission & Keweenaw Community Foundation. 

 

 Our New Barrier Free Entrance! 



The Heritage Rose Garden is in its third year, thanks to the generous dona-
tion of 150-plus heritage roses collected over the years by Dawn Andersson and 
her husband Bob Turner. Dawn, Karena Schmidt and Ed Gray planned the garden 
and with the help of Calumet Art Center Board members, Calumet Township staff 
and community members, the garden became a reality. The roses have flourished 
and with donated plants being added continually, the garden is in bloom much of 
the summer.  

The garden is home to a Peace 
Pole that displays the message, 
May Peace Prevail on Earth on 
each of its six sides in different 
languages, benches purchased 
in honor or memory of loved 
ones placed along the perimeter, 
a five-foot metal sculpture de-
signed and built by Brendan 
Keenan and picnic table.  

Brass tags with your name, or the name of a loved one, 
can be purchased for $125 to be added to the Peace 
Pole under one of the six languages of your choice.  

 

We invite you to stop in, take a stroll among the roses, 
eat your lunch or just sit and watch the birds, bees and 
butterflies as they flit among the flowers, you never 
know what you may see!  

 

 HERITAGE ROSE GARDEN & CAMPUS 

While Spring may be slow in arriving in the Keweenaw,  
flowers are emerging in our Heritage Rose Garden.  

 



THE SUMMER YOUTH ART IMMERSION PROGRAM 
The Summer Youth Art Immersion Program will be of-
fered to school-age children in Baraga, Houghton and 
Keweenaw counties for 8 weeks on Saturday mornings 
during the summer allowing young artists a creative, safe 
place to go to work in a wide variety of mediums.  

This will be the seventh year for the Summer Youth Art 
Immersion classes. Based on input from parents, staff and 
volunteers, classes will be offered later in the day and on 
Saturdays to allow working parents the time to transport 
their children to the center.  

Thank you to the Portage Health Auxiliary and Shopko 

Foundation who have awarded the Calumet Art Center 

grant funds to support the Sumer Youth Art Immersion 

program. Pre-register your youth(s) for all or one Satur-

day. Pre-registration fee is appreciated at the time of reg-

istration. Contact us for more information.  



APPRENTICESHIP  
A seven-week apprentice/mentoring 

program is available at the Calumet Art 
Center beginning on July 10, 2017.  

The successful applicant(s)  
will have the opportunity  

to study and learn the processes  
of working with clay  

with Ed Gray (Jikiwe),  
life-long studio  
artist and potter. 

 Applicants must be 18 or older and 
should have at least a beginner’s 
knowledge of working with clay. 

 
“For me, teaching is the  

most important thing to do,”  

 
Ed Gray has been a life-long studio art-
ist since 1957 and is an Ojibwe elder. 
Ed has been providing classes and 
workshops following the traditional 
teachings that have inspired his work in 
clay and copper as introduced to him by 
his great grandmother.  

“I want people to learn and carry on 
many of the old traditions”  

Ed has an extensive history of experi-
ence as a professional artist in Michi-
gan as well as across the States working 
with tribal and non-tribal groups on 
special projects.  

The successful applicant will work with 
Ed Gray learning techniques such as 
hand building wheel work, smoke and 
pit firing and glazing to name a few, for 
two hours per day Monday through Fri-
day from 7 am to 9 am.  

In return the Apprentice will volunteer 
at the Calumet Art Center for an addi-
tional two hours per day from 9 am to 
11 am.  

This time will be spent primarily on 
maintaining the clay studio and firing 
area. Times may be flexible if mutually 
agreed upon by both parties. Travel, 
lodging and expenses during this pro-
gram are the responsibility of the Ap-
prentice.  

Applications are available at the Calu-
met Art Center, 57055 Fifth Street, Cal-
umet, MI  49913, or can be requested 
via email: info@calumetartcenter.com. 

 

EVENTS and CLASSES 

 

FROM CLAY TO MUSIC 
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
Tuesday, May 23  - Thursday, May 25 
Tuesday, May 30  - Thursday, June 1 
Tuesday, June 6    - Friday, June 9 
Tuesday, June 13  - Thursday, June 15 
Class Fee: $295.00 
We will be making One Note Whistles,  
Ocarinas (4 note), Udo Drums, Clay Flutes,  
Pan Pipes and Sami Drums 
 

FIRST FRIDAY, June 2 
10 am to 8:30 pm 
 Special photo display of the Carroll University 
students’ projects 
 
ENCAUSTICS with GRAYDON 
10am to 1 pm 
Tuesday, June 24 
Class fee:  $72.00 
Encaustic painting is also known as  
hot wax painting 



APPRENTICESHIP Trap Rock 

Since October, 2016, youth 
from the Trap Rock 4-H Club have 
been working on art projects at the 
Calumet Art Center. Their classes 
were funded by a grant from the Her-
man Gundlach Fund. Siona 
Beaudoin, an 8th grader at Lake Lin-
den-Hubbell School, had this to say 
about the classes: 

When we went to the Calumet 
Art Center for 4-H, we did some pret-
ty cool projects. My favorite project 
that we did so far was when we made 
clay boxes.  We built them ourselves, 
picked out a stick to use as a handle, 
and carved designs into our boxes.  
Also with clay (around the same time 
we made the boxes) we made small 
clay beads where we got to choose 
the shape and design.  The last thing 
that we did with clay (in that general 
time period) was pinch pots, which 
were pretty cool.  Next we spent a 
few days working on talking sticks.  
We wound copper around some parts 
of the sticks, but also used some 
strips of leather and beads.  The last 
thing that we did to the talking sticks 

was painted dots in them.  We made 
dream catchers from Red Willow and 
sinew, which was pretty fun.  In Janu-
ary, we made necklaces using copper 
beads and a copper disc that we had 
hammered from a flat circle.  Then 
we made clay whistles, which was 
really, really, awesome.  It was inter-
esting to see everyone’s whistle slow-
ly develop and hear all of the differ-
ent whistle sounds.  Then at the end 
of every session, we wrote in our 
journals.  Writing in our journals real-
ly made us reflect on all of the cool 
stuff that we did that day.   
“Each session began with Ed Gray 
explaining what the project was and 
its significance to science, history or 
culture. The classes were very inter-
active with the youth learning many 
techniques that they did not learn in 
school.     
The work the youth created will be 
displayed at an art show at the Calu-
met Art Center during the Calumet 
First Friday Program on May 5, 2017 
from 5:00-7:00PM. The youth will 
set up the display for the art show on 
Monday, May 1, 2017. The 4-H 
Leader, Joan Dostaler, will be en-
couraging the youth to enter their art-
work in the Houghton County Fair. 
The work will be displayed in the 
Trap Rock 4-H Booth at the fair 
along with posters or presentation 
slides the youth will create about the 
project.  

In addition to completing art projects, 
the youth have gained insights into 
native cultures. They have learned 
how math and science are part of art 
due to planning their work. They 
have developed relationships with 
local artists who have guided their 
work. For some of the youth, this was 
the main exposure they had to art dur-
ing the fall semester. 
Because of the positive relationship 
that the youth have formed with Ed 
Gray and the center’s staff, the youth 
will be working with the Center to do 
a seed project for area youth. This 
will occur at the end of Earth Week 
during the Seed Exchange that is 
scheduled at the center. They are also 
planning on working with the Calu-
met Art Center to put yellow ribbons 
up in Calumet and Lake Linden for 
Veteran’s Day. The formation of this 
relationship is directly due to the sup-
port the club received from the Her-
man Gundlach Foundation. “ 
            By Gretchen Hein 



NEW FRIENDS 
This past October, I attended an LSSI (Lake Supe-
rior Stewardship Initiative) Kick-Off Dinner & Di-
alogue event, intrigued by the title, Education and 
the Seventh Generation: Anishinaabe perspective 
& integration into the classroom.   

I sat elbow to elbow with a roomful of people, 
mesmerized by the eloquent presentations of the 
two speakers, Dylan Jennings, Director of the Pub-
lic Information Office at Great Lakes Indian Fish 
and Wildlife Commission in Bad River, Wisconsin 
and Dr. Valoree Gagnon, Post-Doc, Environmental 
& Energy Policy, Dept. of Social Sciences at MTU.  

 At times, the English and Anishinaabe languages 
inter-mixed, yet the message was clear.  Valuable 
work was being done around the Great Lakes re-
gion to expose K-12 students to the Anishinaabe 
culture and the natural world.  We had been told 
prior to attending that there would be an opportuni-
ty for all LSSI school teams to apply for an imple-
mentation mini-grant.   

“I was hooked immediately,  
submitted my proposal and it was accepted.” 

My goal was to integrate the Anishinaabe in to all of my Kindergarten content areas and to weave it 
throughout our on-going LSSI grant and our new Geoheritage grant work.  In my proposal, I had 
written that I wanted to offer authentic, relevant and engaging lessons which encouraged connection-
making across learning experiences.  My focus areas would be: following the natural cycle of the 
seasons and how those seasons impact daily life today and yesterday, understanding our local geog-

raphy, and weaving the power of stories throughout 
all that we do. 

How to proceed?   

I had already begun researching and purchasing rele-
vant children's literature, and familiarizing myself 
with the GLIFWC (Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wild-
life Commission) K-12 educational materials that I 
had received in October.   

But, being of 100% (not confirmed with genetic test-
ing) Finnish descent, I really wanted to do this pro-
ject the justice it deserved.  Authenticity was re-
quired and searching the internet was not the depth I 
was looking for.  

       Continued on next page.. 



NEW FRIENDS  
Every day as I drive to the school,  

I pass the Calumet Art Center.   
No matter how early I go to work,  

the lights in the Center are already on.   

Occasionally, I would glimpse Ed Gray walking 
near the building, sometimes with a dog.   Over 
the past several years, I had heard from an inside 
source of Ed Gray's artistic skills, depth of 
knowledge and passion for sharing the Ojibwe 
culture with young people.  How young I won-
dered?   

I utilized this inside source to help me set up a 
meeting.  Little did I know the total magic that 
would ensue! At this meeting, I shared a copy of 

my grant proposal and we quickly started brainstorming some ideas for lessons that would fit my 
grant proposal, my Kindergarten curriculum and Ed's expertise.  Before I knew it, 8 focus lessons 
were sketched out.  This was so far beyond my wildest hopes that I was overcome with emotion as I 
left the Art Center.  There had been no hesitation on Ed's part, just an immediate enthusiasm for col-
laborating with a class of 18 Kindergarten students and their teacher.  I could tell that we were in for 
an absolutely amazing experience. 

At this point, we have made 5 visits to see Ed to learn about his Ojibwe culture and how it is connect-
ed to our lives and how we live our lives.  We learn this by talking about new and shared experiences: 
copper, maple syrup, turtles, seasons, strawberries, rice... As I observe Ed's and my students’ perspec-
tives merging together, all I can do is smile.  Although many years separate them in age, I see an ear-
nest attempt in my students’ eyes to understand Ed's native words and his perspective.  In Ed's eyes, I 
see knowledge, patience and thank goodness, humor. Each visit surpasses the one before it.  Each les-
son covers more content than I could have ever hoped for.  Each lesson is rich in culture, history, art, 
shared foods and story.  

 “We ARE creating a story and  
the main character's name is Jikiwe.”   

My most sincere thanks to Ed and his assistants, 
Bonny and Lyn.  As we round the corner by the 
Calumet Armory and see the three of you wait-
ing by the Art Center, ready to help us safely 
cross the street, my heart is filled with warmth 
and gratitude.  As I hear my students cheering 
behind me and calling out, “Boozhoo Ms. Bon-
ny! Boozhoo, Ms. Lynn! Good morning, Jiki-
we!" 

I know that we are  
on the right path! 

 
by Barb Kinnunen Skidmore 



Ace Hardware of Calumet  
Aspirus Keweenaw  
Cross Country Sports  
Keweenaw Co-op  
Last Place on Earth  

Michigan House Café  

Mugford's Guest House  
Ojibwa Casino  
Portage Health  
River Valley Bank  
Shopko  

Superior National Bank 

 Members play a critical role in the 

success of the Calumet Art Center and 

what it can offer its communities and their 

residents. To maintain our expenses, the 

Calumet Art Center has created a member-

ship program for businesses and commu-

nity members that has an annual renewal 

date of December 1st.  

 Through your membership the Calu-
met Art Center staff and volunteers can 
continue the mission to create a safe learn-
ing environment where art, culture and 
history inspire and challenge people of the 
Keweenaw.  
 The Calumet Art Center was very 
excited about the many programs and 
classes we have been able to offer our 
community over the past year. Among 
them were the continued art classes for 
people of all ages, summer youth pro-
grams and our continued partnership with 
BHK Great Explorations, offering after-
school art programs for our youth in the 
Baraga, Houghton and Keweenaw coun-
ties area schools and sessions for partici-
pants of the Oak House.  

 Our Heritage Community Rose Gar-
den was a site to behold with all of the 
fresh blooms of the roses and large variety 
of flowering plants attracting many visi-
tors and busy bees.  
  

 

The Calumet Art Center  
has programs and opportunities  

for all ages and abilities.  
 
 
 
 We are excited to announce a new 
partnership with the Trap Rock 4-H group 
where youth joined in the planning of 
weekly art sessions for the school year. 
We are hoping to add other 4H, Girl Scout 
and Boy Scout groups. The Calumet Art 
Center relies upon your membership fees, 
along with, donations and fees from clas-
ses, in order to continue our outreach to 
our community members.  
 Please remember that donations to 
the Calumet Art Center are tax deductible. 
We thank you in advance for your contin-
ued support of the Calumet Art Center.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Please patronize our Business Friends 

http://www.acehardware.com/
http://www.aspiruskeweenaw.org/
http://www.crosscountrysports.com/
http://www.keweenaw.coop/
http://www.michigan.org/property/the-last-place-on-earth/
http://michiganhousecafe.com/
http://www.michigan.org/property/mugford-s-guest-house/
http://www.ojibwacasino.com/
http://portagehealth.org/
http://www.rivervalleybank.com/
https://www.shopko.com/
https://www.snb-t.com/


VOLUNTEERS - we cherish ours! 
                Volunteers are the heart of any organization and we cherish ours!  

 

What’s so special about being a volunteer you ask. It’s all about feeling needed and valued.  

Those who volunteer at an organization do so because they believe in or have a passion for what 

that organization is doing! They take pride in their community and want to give back.  

 

“It’s amazing what we can learn from each other.” 
 

Volunteers bring so much to our organization whether by assisting with or teaching classes, giving 

legal or financial assistance, helping to clean and organize, assisting with youth and adult classes, 

taking inventory, working on community quilts or the gardens, by doing repairs and maintenance 

or assisting with office duties.   

 

Volunteers at the Calumet Art Center make great things  

happen for our organization and for grassroots of the community.  

 

WISH LIST  
Have some stash you need to get rid of? The Calumet Art Center is pleased to accept 

donations of art supplies, materials for use with children’s programs or office supplies.  

 Office Supplies: Printer Paper 

 Paper Towels 

 Wool Blankets 

 Postage Stamps 

 

Remember, if you shop at Econo Foods in Houghton, please bring your receipts to the Art Center. 

Save your receipts and please encourage family and friends to pass their receipts along to us as 

well. These donations go a long way to help meet needs at the Art Center. Econo Foods will donate 



 

“Where art, culture, and history  

inspire and challenge the people of the Keweenaw”  - Jikiwe 

Our programs and offerings at the Calumet Art Center continue to grow and expand encompassing youth 

through seniors. With increased interest in the traditional arts, the Calumet Art Center has been seeking 

grants to help offset the costs of materials and class fees and to hire and bring in more artists to teach.  

 

You can help by spreading the word..  

about our fundraising efforts, informing us about grant or foundation opportunities, becoming a member 

or making a donation or by sponsoring a Veteran, child or adult ’s class fee. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO SPREAD THE WORD! 

The News Letter from the Calumet Art Center Mosaic has been created for you by:  

Jikiwe, Bonny & Nancy, Calumet Art Center staff.  

We welcome your input, suggestions, articles and sponsors so we may share news, events and other information. 

Please contact us at info@calumetartcenter.com  


